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Curriculum Intent: Two to Three Year Olds


	To identify the patterns of child development from two to three years old. To understand that the child is at the centre of every step of their learning journey. To emphasise the importance of working in partnership with parents to settle their children into our early years setting and over time to prepare babies for the next stage in their life, including transitions throughout the setting.

At My Little Barn Owls, working in parent partnership is paramount, therefore, we will share information with parents and carers, so they’re informed about their child/ren’s development, giving ideas for them to try at home to further support their child/ren. We do this by completing summative assessments twice a year (April and October) and this is uploaded on to Famly for the parents/carers to see and have an input. Fortnightly messages get sent out to parents/carers to let them know when their child’s focus week will be. This is a simple tool that we use to identify what areas of need children need support with or challenging on, across all areas of the EYFS. When the focused message are sent out Early Year’s Educators (EYE) will ask for parental input on what they would also like their child’s key worker to focus on. This is then included and implemented onto the child’s focus sheet, to hopefully achieve all intent. 

At My Little Barn Owls our pedagogy is The Curiosity Approach. This approach allows many theoretical influences such as Steiner, Montessori, Reggio Emilio, Emmi Pikler and the New Zealand framework, Te Whariki, to play an active part in the children’s learning and environment. EYE’s will use their knowledge and understanding of the above, as well as the 3 I’s (Intent, Implement and Impact) to ensure that children’s learning is supported, relevant and realistic. When focus children are planned for, the EYE’s must ensure that the children’s interest is also recognised and implemented. A child’s interest is alternatively known as a ‘Provocation’. Within the Curiosity Approach, a provocation is something that provokes a child’s interest, therefore, a provocation is created during children’s focus weeks, to help enhance and encourage the child to engage in intended activities. This will then hopefully gain a positive impact of what has been implemented through practical interactions and observations. 

To help observe and ensure the child is at the centre of their learning and development, EYE’s will also create invitations to help encourage and invite children to learn, through awe and wonder. The invitations are discussed at Room Meetings every 2 months. The intended invitations must include seasons, celebrations, seasonal animals, wildlife and plants. The invitations are to gain a purpose, that also aid’s children’s learning and development, as well as allowing the EYE’s to capture wow and teachable moments. 

All children will be given the opportunity to explore the outdoors/outings. Within the outdoors it also provides the children with experiences of different weathers. Culture Capital is very important, therefore, all children will encounter the outdoors, whether this is rain, sun or snow. All weather is risk assessed first. 

When a child is ready to transition, we work in partnership with parents/carers to carefully plan for each child’s transition. The Barn Owl Room is based around children aged 1 year 10 months to 2.5 years. When a child is ready to transition, the EYE’s will arrange 6 visits for the child to have settling in sessions. Parents are also involved, and the parents get offered to meet their child’s new key worker. The process is then repeated when the child is ready to move to the next room. A transition form will also be completed on Famly, with a summative update about their current development, medical needs, allergies, sleep patterns and other necessary information. The parents will also receive this document. No transition within the setting can happen, until the EYE’s in the next transitional rom have read and understood the form. 

At My Little Barn Owls we use and follow the Development Matters. To support the child with all the above, we follow the EYFS areas of learning. 












Personal, social and emotional development (PSED)

At My Little Barn Owls we want children to:

· Build relationships with their key person and other familiar adults in the setting as a safe base to explore the continuous provision, activities and learning opportunities, playing alone or alongside with others.
· Become familiar with the routines and rhythms of the day
· Express themselves and to start to understand feelings such as happy, joy, sad and anger throughout the day – Colour monster and Yoga. 
· Be supported through their frustrations with adults co-regulating, modelling language and strategies
· Build a positive sense of self, develop preferences and understand about what makes them unique. 
· Start to use pronouns such as me, you and I in their talk and build an identify of their gender, ethnicity and abilities.
· Move the stages of play. For example, they may play alongside others as they develop an interest of being together and playing with others; staff will support children with imaginative play relating to first hand experiences. Please note that all children are individuals, and some may not play alongside each other or show interest in joining in with others; we will share our observations and information about children with parents and carers.


	Communication and language (C&L) 

Some children may have English as an additional language (EAL), communication and language delays and/or speech, language and communication needs (SLCN).  We will observe and assess children’s speech, language and communication skills and share information with parents to plan children’s next steps, write targets plans and make referrals where necessary. 

At My Little Barn Owls we want children to be able to:

· Experience quality ‘conversations’ throughout the day to provide a language-rich environment including adults commenting on what children are interested in or doing (this may include communicating in sign), echoing back adding new vocabulary/signs. E.g. the child says “ball”, the adult echoes and extends “big ball” or “blue ball.”
· Participate in one-to-one times and short, small groups to build their listening and attention skills.
· Have opportunities to talk and sing during everyday routines with specific times to share books and sing rhymes. Adults will observe how children join in with the actions and words. As a group, children will have the opportunity to be involved in stop times, that include rules and boundaries, story time, signing and nursery rhymes. 
· Build their understanding of communication and language 
· Understand routine events; some children may need an object of reference, picture clues, nonverbal cues or sign. 
· Further develop their understanding such being able to select familiar objects by name and find objects when asked or identify objects from a group.
· Understand simple sentences.
· Learn prepositions and concepts such as ‘in’ – for example, “put the blocks in the box” and some other prepositions.
· Use more single words (Around 350-650 words by the time the child is aged 2.5 years) including mathematical words such as “big”, “small”, “lots”, “more,” forming simple short sentences such as “all gone” or “more please.” Non-verbal or pre-verbal children may use PECS or sign.
· Link two or more words together to form short sentences.
· May start to use the suffix ‘ing’ (as a noun wear and wearing and verbs, such as running).

	Physical Development (PD) 

With support and understanding for every unique child making reasonable adjustments, differentiating and adapting as necessary for children with physical disabilities or impairments. We want children to be able to:

· Access opportunities to develop their gross and fine motor skills to develop and extend their physical skills incrementally between two and three years.
· Develop their physical strength, co-ordination and positional awareness creating games and opportunities indoors and outdoors to develop their core strength, stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-ordination and agility.
· Progress through children development patterns such as learning to walk and maintain balance, run short distances with spatial awareness, climbs stairs (two footing) with help and supervision (noting that differentiation may be required for children with physical disabilities’ or SEND).  
· Develop, build and strengthen their fundamental movement skills in stages (sequentially) using their feet, legs, trunk, arms and head in age and stage appropriate ways with opportunities to further their gross motor skills and spatial awareness (Building with crates, using the outdoor climbing equipment and soft play cubes and crawling through tunnels.
· Change position from standing to squatting and sitting.
· Participate in finger and action rhymes, songs and games, imitating the movements and anticipating actions, building fine motor skills including hand strength.
· Have to opportunity to participate in sensory play, mark making and playdough, to build strong sensory systems, fine motor skills and hand strength. 
· Explore the marks that they mark
· Develop bilateral skills, such as holding a bucket and pouring water into it. 
· Access opportunities to fill and empty things, count things, to use shapes such as shape sorters, large floor puzzles and blocks, noting whether children line toys up or group them. Adults will observe to see if children have any schematic behaviours providing support and resources as necessary.
· To self-serve food, pour own drinks and build the skills to feed themselves competently, aiming for them to use fork and drink from a cup without spilling.
· Start to understand their bodily functions such as having a wet or soiled nappy.  We will work in partnership with parents/carers and carefully plan how to support their child/ren’s transition to potty/toilet training.  We will sign post parents to information about helping children with SEND to potty/toilet train. Parent’s must also read, understand and agree to My Little Barn Owls potty/toilet agreement. The aim is mirror what the parent/carer implements within their own home, to help keep consistency. 

Staff will differentiate and scaffold children’s learning as appropriate to ensure that every child can learn to their full potential. 

If children have been identified to have an SEN or emerging need, then targets/documents such as an I-APDR will be set in place, with agreement from parents/carers. Alternatively, if concerns have just been raised, then relevant and deeper observations will be conducted, as well as staying as a focus child every week. This will be done to help identify any SEN or emerging need. The SENCO team will also ask the EYE’s to carry out the Graduated Approach as part of the identifying need process. 

Inclusion at My Little Barn Owls is paramount, therefore, all invitations, provocations and subliminal’s are created, with the purpose to make them inclusive for all children. 
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